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Elector of Bavaria might be induced to abandon
the French alliance. By way of warning him of
the consequences of refusal and in spite of the
protests of his colleague, the Margrave of Baden,
Marlborough ordered that Bavaria should be
be laid waste save so far as this affected the
supplies of his own army. Hundreds of villages
were set on fire, barns destroyed, stocks seized
and a plentiful harvest was prevented from being
reaped. Various reasons were assigned by
Marlborough for this terrible devastation. In a
letter of July 16, he wrote that it was " in order
to get the Elector to hearken to terms/' but on
July 29 he said " it was to deprive the enemy as well
of his present subsistence as future support on
this side." Between the two dates, however, it
had become obvious that the Elector had made
up his mind to stick to the French and probably
the devastation begun for one reason was con-
tinued for another. Marlborough wrote twice to
his wife deploring the burnings as " contrary to
my nature," but, nevertheless, he ordered them
to be continued and indeed extended.

One reason why the Elector of Bavaria had
refused to negotiate with the Allies was the news
that Marshal Tallard had left the Rhine and was
coming to his help. Prince Eugene, who had
remained on the Rhine to keep watch against
both Tallard and Villeroi, was unable to prevent
Tallard's departure but, leaving two-thirds of
his own army behind to watch Villeroi, followed
him to the Danube. Much has been written
about the close and spontaneous friendship be-
tween the fiery, French-hating Eugene and